I You know what this backyard needs?

A living room.” This is a quote from

a friend as we were discussing the
latest trends in home design. We laughed
about it, but the truth is there — more
and more people are carving out their
own little piece of heaven, complete with
kitchens, fireplaces and pooals, right in
their backyards.

“People are gravitating to being
outdoors more,” says Sheryl Isenhour
of IBD Outdoor Rooms, a company that
designs and manufactures products like
outdoor kitchen islands and fire pits.
“Especially in North Carolina, where you
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backyard bliss

With these tips, you'll never want to leave home again

by Jesseca Whalen

can be outside 11 months of the year
with a little bit of climate control.”

Check out these ideas to create an
outdoor paradise you can enjoy year
round, no suitcase required.

ADD SOME SIZZLE

Fun and functional, outdoor kitchens
are an awesome place to entertain, and
with the advent of patio heaters and
outdoor fans, you can comfortably eat
outside in almost any weather.

“Almost everyone | work with wants
some type of outdoor kitchen. It's just a
great entertainment space,” says J'Nell
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Bryson of J'Nell Bryson Landscape
Architecture. “Built-in grill areas with
sinks and green eggs are really popular.”
Also known as a ceramic kamado grill,
green eggs are charcoal smokers that
cook everything from meat to vegetables
in minutes. Bryson is a chef — she went
to culinary school in San Francisco — so
her ideal patio would feature an outdoor
pizza oven, full kitchen, refrigerator,
dishwasher and a big dining table.
“We're starting to notice that people
are putting more expensive kitchens out-
doors than inside the house,” Isenhour
laughs. “The economy is in an upswing,
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and this is an economy-driven busi-
ness.”

Another reason for the outdoor kitchen
trend? A post-recession mindset that’s
inspiring people to think twice before
spending money at bars and restaurants.

“People are nesting more,” Isenhour
says. “Homes are now a place to get
together instead of going out. A great
thing, too, is that outdoor kitchens or
rooms are no longer just the rich man’s
product. A year’s worth of money that
you’d spend going out to eat you can
use to build a beautiful outdoor area.
And you can do it in stages if your
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budget doesn't allow you to drop it
all at once. For me, a backyard is an
ongoing project.”

HEAT THINGS UP

A continuing backyard trend is the
addition of fire pits and fireplaces.
After all, who doesn’t want to watch
flames flicker as evening deepens and
smoke trails dance toward the stars?

“Outdoor living is exploding in this
market,” says Brian Lewis of Sunmar
Construction, who designs intricate
craftsman-style fire pits and outdoor fire-
places along with pools and waterfalls.
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“Your biggest investment is your home.
Creating a relaxing lifestyle is key. You
really can have your staycation.”

And one of the best places to relax
is in front of a crackling fire. “Fire pits
are more popular than fireplaces in
outdoor spaces,” Bryson says. “It's a
great conversation area. Plus, everyone
can gather around it and get warm.”

“We've sold fire pits left and right
this year,” Isenhour agrees. “We even
sent one to Hawaii a few weeks ago.”

Part of Isenhour’s ideal outdoor
room, in addition to a wood-fired oven,
grill island and green egg, is a fireplace
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Missy Stewart
REALTOR® | BROKER
704.996.9080
MStewart@DickensMitchener.com

Located on a large and beautifully landscaped lot, this thoughtfully renovated home preserves the
period style but has been updated to include many modern conveniences. Open, 3 bedroom plan
with all rooms overlooking fabulous pool and outdoor living/kitchen. Private guest house with
4th bedroom, kitchen, living. 2121 Valencia Terrace, Charlotte, NC 28226

MLS# 3171994 | $998,000 | 3 Beds/2 Baths
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or fire pit “for some ambiance,” she
says.

STAY COOL

Let’'s be honest, summer is toasty in
the South. That's why pools and wa-
ter features are a must-have in many
backyards. Not only is it great for the
homeowners to enjoy, but if you're into
investment properties, turnover becomes
that much easier.

“If you put in an amazing backyard,
it's going to sell the house,” says Chris-
tian Spires of Creative Rock Formations,
who designs and builds nature-inspired
features for pools, including grottos,
waterfalls and caves. “There’s tremen-
dous value in that. Even a simple water
feature can give the space that ‘wow’
factor.”

Creative Rock Formations is a precast
company, which means they imprint
rock so they can be environmentally
friendly. “When companies use real rock
they have to mine it, which destroys the
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identifying opportunities, re-envisioning real estate

SOLD: 8719 Highgro
asking at $900,000

R = e E 3 R AR A ,.I r
. Closed at | UNDER CONTRACT: 206 Pat Stough Lane in Cabin Creek,
Davidson. Offered at $749,000

SOLD: 7536 Lady Bank Drive, Highland Creek
full price at $249,000

{BoBBY Sisk
Broker/REALTOR®

704.819.0710

BSisk@EGRealEstateConsultants.com

Going above and beyond to get results.
If you're thinking about selling, call me first!
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BBB BUSINESS
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SALE ENDS JUNE 30

|
et aN AppiTionaL $100 DOLLARS I

OFF WHEN YOU USE PROMO CODE: CHARLOTTE OBSERVER

OUR FREE INSTALLATION SALE APPLIES TO ALL LAMINATE, HARDWOOD & CARPET.
Some restrictions may apply, please check website for details.
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homes.

mountains,” Spires explains. “They
don’t realize how much damage
they’re actually doing. We backpack to
find the rocks to mold and duplicate
them over and over. This gives us a
ton of flexibility with what we do — we
can stain, waterproof and warranty our
cliffs and boulders where others can’t.
Our five-year warranty is the best in the
business.”

Spires recently transformed a
backyard for a high-profile client near
Davidson. “The existing pool was

.com
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extremely boring, so we put in another
one on the upper level and connected
the two pools with a 25-foot tube slide.
We also added rocks, a fire pit, grottos,
caves and pathways.”

Sunmar Construction also prefers to
“think outside the box” when it comes
to water feature design. “We always
want to do something different, wheth-
er it's waterfalls going into the pool or
unique tile flooring,” Lewis says.
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3114 QUIET COVE
Lakeshore Tega Cay immaculate
5br with gracious owner’s suite,
covered back porch, gorgeous yard
on cul de sac $410,000

1570 S PARAHAM
Country cottage takes you back to a simpler time of front
porch sittin. Looks and feels historic but has modern
features: Viking Appliances, black walnut floors, tucked
in woods on 3.8 acres in Clover Schools. $385,000

109 PINEWOOD DR. Clover
Over 4,000 sq. ft. on 1 acre in
Clover Schools. Soaring ceilings,
hardwood floors, large kitchen,
oversized master suite plus
sunroom. $335,000
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12611 NINEBARK TRAIL Discover The
Sanctuary, an exclusive luxury lake
community dedicated to protecting your
privacy. Elegantly detailed craftsman
home on 2.94 AC nature paradise
just 20 min. f/ Charlotte. $1,079,000

Watch the video on YouTube!

OPEN HOUSE SAT 2-4 PM

1318 SECRET PATH The Reserve
at Gold Hill, Ft. Mill. E

Lynn Ruth Sue Farrell
Welcome our new partners, helping you
write the next chapter!

ROBIN KNOWS DIRT!
“It's time to build your dream home
let our builders give you a quote

13424 SAGE THRASHER LOT
LAKE WYLIE WATERFRONT 9.54
ac THE SANCTUARY. $650,000
Watch the video @RobinKingRealtor.com

556 Sand Trapl 1 AC lot on
beautiful pond, w/fitness center
and indoor pool $36,000

detailed |nS|de and out w/front porch
back patio and garden, wood floors,
extensive custom wood work
4BR w/bonus $335,000

OPEN HOUSE SAT 2-4 PM
—

711 BROOK CREEK CT.
Vanderlakes. Private 1 acre Retreat
on cul-de-sac in Clover Schools.
Stately Southern Charmer, all
brick w/stunning screened porch.
wood floors, granite counters,
designer touches. $385,000

OPEN HOUSE SAT 2-4 PM

Welcome to The Estates at Glenmoor

* 3027 Willow Breeze LakeWylie Waterfront
canoe lot $55,000

* Beersheba Rd, 10.5 Acres $99,750

* 660 Briarwood in Lake Wylie's Clarendon
Estates & Clover Schools 1 AC lot $55,000

208 Highland Forest Dr. in Clover’s Patrick
Place .53 AC $52,500

* 1643 Sierra Rd, just outside Historic
Downtown York 7 acres $72,000

OPEN HOUSE S T 2-4 PM

108 York Park, historic York SC.
remodeled 3br brick ranch, great
investment property. $57,500

We are a proud supporter of Habitat for

“No matter what,” he adds, “You

should feel proud of where you live."[I[
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Just outside of historic downtown York, The Charleston of the Upstate.
New construction homes are finished and ready for you with exquisite details and 1 acre lots.
3081 Glenmoor almost ready! ranch w/bonus, 3 car garage. $262,000
3024 Glenmoor under way w/awesome master suite, big bonus $266,500

WATCH THE VIDEOS FOR THESE HOMES @ROBINKINGREALTOR.COM

Humanity. It's time to spring clean out the
clutter! Donate to the Habitat Restore.

www.yorkcountyhabitat.org
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