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Problems
from rain
will seep

in on you

REALESTATE

ALLEN NORWOOD

It has rained some, you
might have noticed. And
rained, and rained and rained
some more.

I asked Craig Madans,
founder of the service net-
work HOCOA, what kinds of
calls his home repair folks
tend to get when it rains for
what seems like 40 days and
40 nights.

He didn’t miss a beat. Not a
blink. He said, “Well, they
come in two-by-two.”

After I quit laughing he said
that service calls during long
rainy spells are about what
you'd imagine. Mostly they’re
about roof leaks, flooding
crawl spaces and yard drain-
age.

Here’s a soggy reminder:
Heavy rain doesn't cause roof
leaks - it makes them impos-
sible to overlook. A passing af-
ternoon shower might not
dump enough water to cause a
stain on your ceiling, It's over
quickly, and then everything
dries out until next time.
‘What we’ve endured recently,
well, it finds those holes and
cracks and lets you know
about them.

It might be a stretch, but the
heavy rains could be doing us
all a collective favor by point-
ing out all those leaks.

Madans said roof leaks tend
to be caused by missing shin-
gles, failed caulking around
flashing and cracked plumb-
ing vent boots. That's the
same advice other experts
have offered over the years. If
you have a leak, start looking
for it in one of those places.

Remember that the leak in
the roof might not be directly
above the spot on your ceiling.
‘Water can run along rafters
and the underside of the roof
sheathing before dripping. It
won't run directly uphill,
home inspectors have told me,
but it sure can take some cre-
ative routes in other direc-
tions. If you discover a ceiling
stain or wet insulation, check
nearby flashing and plumbing
vents first.

We have some experience
with old, cracking plumbing
vent boots at our house.
When the first one started
leaking, I figured that the oth-
ers weren't far behind. They
were all the same age, and all
on the hot southern slope of
the roof.

Sure enough ...

Youdon'teven have to goup
on the roof to check the boots.

SARA REMINGTON

Scott Beattie, author of “Artisanal Cocktails,” likes to put edible flowers in his drinks,

such as these from Thai basil.

Cocktali
gardens

raise
the bar

LIZA GERSHMAN
A Pimm’s Cup cocktail is garnished
with a Lemon Gem marigold. Like
the cucumbers in the drink, the
marigold is edible. Recipe, Page 3H.

Create a pretty spot to garnish - and savor - your drinks

BY MARTY ROSS

Universal Ulick
hake things up in the backyard
this summer: Cocktail garden-
ing puts a new twist on edible
landscaping.

Fresh herbs and fruit have
long been the key ingredients
in some of summer’s most re-
freshing libations, and when

they're within easy reach of the backyard
bartender, every cocktail becomes a flour-
ishing signature drink.

Making a mojito with homegrown mint
is only part of the picture, though. A suc-
cessful cocktail garden should be a com-
fortable and inviting place to be.

“You can't just translate the indoors to

outdoors,” said 'Nell Bryson, a landscape

MICHAEL KEVIN DALY

architect in Charlotte. “An outdoor room Raspberry Shortcake is a thornless,
needs more space to be in scale with na- dwarf plant you can grow in a pot for

amp patios in big b
yards don't look right, she said, but if a

sweet berries to dress up a beverage.

small space is all you have,
there are lots of ways to make
it work as a cocktail garden.
“Even if you live in a condo
and just have a tiny patio, you
can do a vertical garden, or
use pots.”

Amy Stewart, author of “The Drunken
Botanist,” turned the challenging side yard
of her Northern California home into a
lush and colorful cocktail garden worthy of
her book, which delves deep into the horti-
culture and lore of hops, rye, barley, grapes
and dozens of other plants used to make
and garnish the world’s greatest drinks.

Stewart worked with garden designer
Susan Morrison on the plans for her lim-
ited space, which relies heavily on contain-
er plantings and includes an outdoor bar,
where Stewart stirs up garden-fresh cock-
tails. Most of the garden is only 7 feet wide,
with a wider patio at one end. Stewart

SEE COCKTAILS, 7H

Bryson

I'M SO CLEVER

A way to keep track of warranties

BY ROLAND WILKERSON
wilkerson@charlotteobservercom

WIN A
CLEVER
T-SHIRT

Send your clever
i, address and
phone to clever@
charlotteobserver

Do it from the attic. If you can
see bright sunlight between
the PVC plumbing vent and
the flexible boot that's sup-
posed to fit tightly around the
pipe, that’s not good.

Here’s another reminder: If
you hire someone to fix aleak,

The winner: Whenever something breaks or quits working, I
always wonder how long I've had it and whether it's under war-
ranty. So now, whenever I buy something, I take a Sharpie and
write the date of purchase, length of warranty in an inconspicuous
space. Example: “3/7/13 lyr Walmart.” I also staple receipts to the
warranty/product info and keep in a folder. I have gotten every-
thing from ballpoint pens to briefcases replaced under warranties
‘when they went kaput too soon. — S, WILLIAMS, SHELBY

ask him to check other poten-

tial problems. “Hey, he has his
40-foot ladder,” said Madans,
who  founded HOCOA
(wwwhocoa.com) 20 years
ago. “Get him to clean the gut-
ters and change the outdoor
spotlights while he’s up
there.”

Special to the Observer:
homeinfo@charter.net

Hot dog! Bun tags come in handy
Those plastic tabs that come with
some buns and breads are perfect for

slipping on charging cords to help
keep them labeled. — HAZEL MCCRONE,
MOORESVILLE

© MORE CLEVER
www.charlotteobserver.com/home

Organize those earrings

Here's a great way to keep earrings
organized. Snip the bottom part of a wire
hanger and bend the ends to fit into the
slots in a medicine cabinet. Fold a ribbon
or piece of fabric over wire for stud ear-
rings. — JACKIE KOERNER, CHARLOTTE

.com or Home
Section,
Charlotte
Observer, P.O Box
30308, Charlotte,
NC 28230-0308.
Each week the
best idea wins an
“I'm So Clever”
T-shirt.

WHAT'S NEW, WHAT'S HOT, WHAT WORKS. paces 451

MADE POSSIBLE BY ELECTROLUX

SMARTERLIVIN



The Charlotte Observer ® charlotteobserver.com

HOME & GARDEN

DEADLINES fo ads placed by onlne:

mu.v, (Other classified ads)

mﬁw-m o Wt o 8

w.nu Inoulngly acospt ny advishg
o e st W o vkt o 1o

South Meck
_—

MICHAEL KEVIN DALY

Berries in pots, such as these blueberries, are always in
reach - perfect for a cocktail garden.

COCKTAILS
[ from 1H F——

grows hops on a trellis and
raspberries and blueberries
in pots. She keeps a romp-
ing clump of mint in check
by growing it in a raised
planter that also serves as a
bar, and she installed
shelves on a garden wall for
pots full of herbs, with
room for bottles and party
glasses. Colorful liqueur
bottles inspired the lively
palette of the garden and
the painted planters.

Stewart’s cocktail garden
is furnished minimally with
one chair and a bench; it's
basically a standing-room-
only space. If you have a lit-
tle more room, comfortable
garden furniture makes
guests feel right at home,
Bryson said. Built-in seating
with lots of pillows will en-
courage guests to relax with
their drinks and enjoy the
garden around them.

Before you decide where
to place a patio, study the
terrain and the sun and
shade patterns in your yard,
Bryson suggested. Pull up
some garden chairs and
check on the views from
several angles.

“Choose an  expansive
view, not a view right into
the back door,” she said. “If
you have the house walls on
one side, a fence on the oth-
er, and in the third you can
look up into the trees, that’s
what I'would choose. Focus
on a view away from the
house.”

Hanging strings of lights
will suggest “a sense of a
ceiling” Bryson said, but
“don’t dare turn on the
spotlights. You really want
soft, muted lighting.”

Clients are always eager
to talk about flowers in a
garden’s design, but don’t
neglect foliage texture, she
added. Thyme and oregano
are both good groundcov-
ers with interesting texture;
she also likes purple basil,
lemon thyme, lavender and
other aromatic plants. Of
course, plant all the flowers
you want.

Flowers and garden-fresh
ingredients of all kinds are
at the convivial heart of the
stylish culinary cocktails
Scott Beattie created for
Cyrus restaurant in Healds-
burg, Calif. The cocktail
recipes are preserved in
Beattie’s “Artisanal Cock-
tails” (Ten Speed Press).

“I'mreally getting into ed-
ible flowers right now,”
Beattie said. Bachelor’s but-
tons, cosmos and carna-
tions are all pretty in sum-
mer drinks, he pointed out,
and Gem marigolds have “a
citrusy flavor,” perfect for
garnishing a Pimm’s Cup, a
simple drink of a gin-based

beverage and lemonade
garnished with cucumber.
Beattie also  decorates

drinks with the flowers and
leaves of scented gerani-

imm’s Cup

From “The Drunken Bota-
nist: The Plants that Create
The World’s Great Drinks,”
by Amy Stewart (Algon-
quin Books of Chapel Hill,
2013).

1part Pimm’s No. 1
3 parts lemonade
Sliced cucumbers, oranges.
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Mountain Property
for Sale

—

9 ACS. foins Blue Ridge Parkway of NC
&Va.line. Fenced, born, vater, beaul
omesiTe, 25 mi. viow: $90,000. 36902
1376, blueridgerouniainandriver.com

BLOWING ROCK RETREAT 3 BR2 BA,
23 c, stream, views, near Parkway’
Spacisus raaris: Oodn T, s

und “decks”sranlfesteel licher.
@chblalr comaz-63 072

NC_MTN CABIN SALE BY.
TS B Bl S
bsmn Sac adl dac ovail 209,800
JeffFluck @skybest comass 3721560

NEAR ASHEVILLE NC
Ouwner Jiauidating a 1232 SF cabin shell
o153 privale Gcros has new sepilc,
el and poved dccess $42,000
needs finishing. §26-266-2981 broker

HCHARLOTTE Ballantyne Areo
‘Union County: Nrvin Schao! DIst
s S0ua iter Naionsormed

Execuiive home. $750,000. 704,605 3947

South Southwest
Meck — Sale
NOLL Neor Soutnar
RN kB e S Bt
i Dineriarorer Toists 5%

West Meck — Sale
I el

VIRGINIA MOUNTAIN GETAWAY
Thvshome ncluges (Sccresand oo
feetofwoleron fhe Big Reed Cre
For more information plecse call
T3 3166

and
Spearmint leaves
Borage blossoms or leaves
(optional)

FILL a pitcher or glass with
ice and add all the ingredi-
ents. Stir well. Borage leaves
and blossoms are a tradition-
al garnish but not always
easy to find unless you grow
them yourself.

Sourcebook

m Amy Stewart, author of
“The Drunken Botanist”
(Algonquin Books of Chapel
Hill), collaborated with Terri-
torial Seed Co. (territori-
alseed.com) to develop cock-
tail gardening tips and seven
“Drunken Botanist" plant
collections for cocktail gar-
dens.

® For more information
about Scott Beattie and
“Artisanal Cocktails” (Ten
Speed Press), visit scottbeat-
tiecocktails.com.

m J'Nell Bryson, landscape
architect: jbryson.com.

® Susan Morrison, Creative
Exteriors Landscape Design:
celandscapedesign.com.

© onLINE

Home bars are back.
Here’s how to outfit one.
charlotteobserver.com

ums and the flowering
stems of basil, sage and
mint. He grows his own
borage, which has deep
blue star-shaped flowers
with a taste reminiscent of
cucumber.

In the summer, Beattie
makes a rum drink with a
fistful of muddled mint, ci-
lantro and Thai basil leaves,
with a little coconut milk,
lime juice and ginger beer,
garnished with a sprig of
basil flowers. For some
drinks, he prefers to chop
leaves of mint and other
herbs into a chiffonade, be-
cause the  confetti-like
strips of green leaf look so
beautiful as they wrap
themselves around pieces
of ice in a glass. With a big
pot of mint right at your fin-
gertips all summer, you can
try it both ways. Give it a
shot.

Before you decide where to place a
patio, study the terrain and the sun and
shade patterns in your yard.

JNELL BRYSON

7 TILDEN RD. 3 or 4 Bedroom, detach.
ed oarage, Ig.screen porch, 9, fence
A %559.900. Guner/Broker 704617 5602

Union — Sale

Vacation Property
for Sale

—

REMODELED HOME IN LAKE WYLIE

Remoﬂe\eﬂkﬂchen/hnw newhcHe,
a0 sait on privote +safe.
Bepos Teaea. A n it B or corier
Coltots 631 3048

ny of the roduct, Senices o employment posiios advertsed i re Cassiieds.

Roommate Wanted
—

ROOMMATE WANTED. Private
enfranee. Fornished. $500 ber monih.
Call 04.877.3734
ROOMMATE WANTED - Siroud Par
A Caxdand A, gk mnmw

airufiiies incluced. 701

Apartments for Ren

AFFORDABLE APARTNENTS

2,43 Bedrooms siarfing @ Seadmo

Hordwooos, coniral air, apels, WIB
ookup, Celing fans, Gas heat
oo e W%

FURNISRED TBR 3004 7 BR 5700
i Term st 8155106,

ELSLEY GROVE
m sk 19 ont o,

Se habld espanol
TS50 TF 95
HICKORY SQUARE Apis Hickory, NC
TBR & 8K Apts from 825 Al maior
appl. WD Hookups. Pets Welcome.
SitfrestySur Furn, Call 623,324 6423

PLAZA TERRACE
APTS

AGES 558 OLDER
Rens storting @ s25
701325 4051

APTS 18Rs $550 &
SO e AT R eerson Busier Greot
Lo wefer & sewerine Sieo o Uil
o0 Canwiay e St o
SRS 7 o 2ot skte

SUMMER SPECIAL - TOWNHOME
Zhsam 55 sszwmsmwnamw
YUK YOUR CREDITE
00,

Call

Condos for Rent
—

1BR. Coventry Woods. Lg, Rooms. All

CBols, WD, ool Re requied
NEPETs. sadma. + saio s
Coll 704431010

SBRABATHALF BA - Lovely Bonferra
'FSBO. MBR down. New Hil floorsdown.
Great schools! Move.in ready! $215,000
Grenhouse Junz3 -4 P 704 5627782

Condos for Sale

BLUE RIDGE - VIEWS - s

T cABIN:
"Gap,
Hoanificant Views FEOE! it Vit
B with Creek and
Tovereo oricgs 7500 New Cobin
T80 Lof near Pand ong el
auntainiondirgini con
Paro®Is net 36 1103599

for Rent

LIKENEWTOWNEHOME VERY NICE,Z
BR"25 Boh, 150 51 47 Lk DR
o ool s of Balloniyne, Hiny

SE ol 52 B Toa 65T

2BEDBATH - Village of Troon unit for
Sale by owner _ Ballontyne areq, many.
Upsrades, gooiances. remain. 04454
S5 ior furtnar information-S187.900

BED2BATHSOUTHPARKCONDO.
Btnummwnﬂnw/muhw iy viood loors
sdorea,panionshulirs
Uriers, newac system. WD
e nesa 137 380
954540 8657 megmcmanys@gmoil.com

Lots for Sale

47 ACRES of Land For Sale. Clear &
ood. Same rogd fronigge:

2225 Clarksui Camporaund Road,
Wonroe, NC 26112 706207 6225

Beach Property
for Sale
—GREA;I'
JLOCATION]

123 SOUTH LUMINA AVE. Wriohisyile
Lo O Sreert o sals

on 2 arge Cots’ Zoned Sngle Family
i Pamily. Coll 103515923

SIVE COASTAL EST/

Colliza 235052

NORTHERNMRYTLE BEACHRESORT
4BRABA Lotsof Ameniics
Vi3 ntorest, Uso aWeoks/
Oniys L5
ol (764) 79795

SANDS BEACH CLUB 12 share 55999, 2.
drmy2baih, oceantront moser,next wk
Aug 11+ Co'ownersnip, not o fimeshare.
fcarawayS@yanoo.com3n9-452 3154

WRIGHTSVILLE

f
S129K Developer direct 910 620.2570

ROOMSTORENT rooms forent malesonly
Zollcoa students welcome 700 a month
Community Bool Gnd fennis caurl own
Baihraom and (Gundry seno petss12,495
Kiaveoptoniine.nar 16474 0508

‘S TOWNHOUSE IN'S Char. for Rent &
g, TV bolh eherar it
vinclideal NOPETS
S ool 02

Beach Property
for Rent

BEACH HOUSE FOR RENT JER 2BA
Home I Oceon Lakes Campground
Murite "Beach, Avail. July  21-Dec
2015 So1-Sa1 ar Sun Sur. For mare Info

0450 215 $1.000

Wondawilsongh 19034324826

East Meck — Rent
—

$398 moves you in!!

PLUS Freo ront 1 41713
S sec Romes

T

inglosheriaryer 459 5 s
i o e o

s

orvisitunh rmeagonorook et

Lo TR 10

NEWLY REN

VAC gos siove, hu thr oo,
Rk oreo, 19 LR wdining area,
corport wiais o storoge, g Builging,
i shady Iof, deal location w/ Guick
aecess oo & downown Chaloe
$T200imo. 704-460-7535, 7042153250

/ATED. 321 Armsons

Union — Rent

GREAT MONROE LOCATION 3 or 4
e th- ranch with
carpart faunary, Kichen, i, 1ving
Unionville/Piedmont schools. Minufes
Mall: Sl 409" consideréd W' pet

deposit3T100per monh www £ llow.com
(@aaserre

Cabarrus — Rent
—

$398 moves you in
PLUS free rent il 1S
oS ot

aapr D50 T Sopiionces
oS voshen
calisimes

orvis i ieniurelcom

Sibires TS RO

PAWLEYS ISLAND &
LD,SC

enfals,
Homes & condos. EScape fo
agr meanificen coatl
"The Dister Company
(800) 950 425
LitchfieldBeachRentol.com

Rooms for Rent

Chariofte 704.322.8610or 104-202 6911

ALLAREAS BUS LINE Phone, Cable.
Shared Kichen & Bein SHIG NS
rugs

Roommate Wanted
el

ed
Homes for Rent

BUSLINE - Easy 1o cool. 20r furn.
Low depest Nooars ST00week U
Wikiraon'@ Tod et
@ 7B as
N o @ 7045963500

ENERGY EFFICIENT

Clean 28R in auiet park. No pets,
S5 810 704596 6605

Manufactured
Home Lots
PRICES REDUCEDI N fofs i Anson.
R

fo1e, orK Co. ouner isande low 5P
ryant Realty 704567963

WE HAVE LAND
o et st s
e ]
dpyee RS
R R

Farms/Acreage

+ ACRE DOUBLE SIZED LOT
Roantior garden, shep & vour new
home, Smin gt 00 own

273-snvnr moscaroiin

BEAUTIFUL 10 acre hideaway. panar-
‘Gmic country viswe, open & viooded,
genttrallind. 20 mino Col' 5700

avatl, Hurry, coll now 704 538 4155

ICOAKS %
P2 SerE Tarire Ramesie, room

skirt
or Sho, bodl, Garden, efc. Noarsyile
area, $T6,900 easy owner fin. 7045658216

PRICE REDUCED 25 AC nr Salisbury/
e N o Siptloe asautiurind,
it nomonlor oo el et
el com 54 B 47
Commercial
Real Estate for

Rent/Lease

AUTO REPAIR PINEVILLE For lease &
bay Shop, 000" sa. . established
BUSingss Cal 7042870443

REDUCED RATES _Refall
1 000SE Ex 53Loke Norman $1.75

oot
V680 SR Mot S Rarehouse 775
704-532.0026 BVBProperiies. com

ESTAURANT & NIGHTCLUB 4 LEASE
R hew nec, fiew

in in Mafinews,
Si?nﬂ g, zunns: dnnce foor 24l
o s

fronidoe,
o7y

Investment
Property

INVESTOR FINANCING
Regidential Purchase & Repair
“Graam 1
ity

TS on 2 Geres” Sone o | s 2wo:
b T Ban 10 monhly in¢ Ym0
Ioboon@csmporium. et 663.4

m
——

OWN A HOME FOR ONLY
N-OR LESST
GoodSlow/No Credit OK!

McGary & Associates 704-301-7100

W MCGary AndAssaci

FEMALE ONLY share 100 acre counf
farmn Pineuile. S0 nclbdes
Teove message. 704
e ek ot e e e
e Ui Aroa. Sl n i

START YOUR
AL ESTATE CAREER

pw.iymonk.com
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